Board of Education
School District 54 (Bulkley Valley)

SCHOOL CLOSURE POLICY
10.210

POLICY

In its consideration of permanently* closing a school, the Board of Education shalll:

1. Undertake a public consultation process that must include:
a. A fair consideration of the community’s input and adequate opportunity for the
community to respond to a board’s proposal to close the school permanently;
b. Consideration of future enrolment growth in the district of persons of school age,
persons of less than school age and adults; and
c. Consideration of possible alternative community use for all or part of the school.

2. Consider the nature, integrity, quality and availability of the educational programs offered at the
affected school and throughout the district.

3. Consider operational efficiency and financial implications.
4. Exercise its decision by bylaw.

VALUES

In its consideration of this policy, the board is guided by the principles and values of honesty, fairness,
respect, responsibility and compassion. Additionally, the board will be guided by its review and
understanding of the following:

1. Quality educational pedagogy;

2. Program diversity and educational experience for students;

2. Safety for students;

3. Reasonable class sizes in those schools receiving students from a closed facility;

4. The best way to maximize the use of resources to support student learning;

Administrative Procedures

1. The matter shall be first placed in front of the board either by the Superintendent or by the
recommendation of a committee of the board. Should the board resolve to consider the
closure, the Superintendent, or designate will, within 30 days of the resolution to consider the
closure, provide a detailed report to the board complete with:

a. Relevant background information, options, rationale and recommendation(s).
b. Enrolment projections for the district

2. Upon receipt and review of the Superintendent’s Report, the board may resolve to issue to the
public, a “Notice of School Closure” (the notice). The notice initiates the consultation phase of
this policy and must include:

a. atimeline for written submissions, public hearing(s), board and committee meetings;
b. a written report from the Superintendent that provides information as above in 1(a) and
1(b).

! As defined in Ministerial Order 194/08, September 2, 2008, Section 3(1)
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3. The board recognizes its legislative responsibility for complete and thorough consultations with
the public. The following elements should be considered minimum requirements:

a. A consultation period of 60 calendar days. (Notice of Closure to adoption of School
Closure Bylaw);

b. Careful consideration of future enrolment growth / decline in the district that includes
persons of school age, persons of less than school age and adults;

c. Consideration of possible alternative community use for all or part of the school.

d. Public invitations for written comment, delegations at board or committee meetings and
a public hearing

4. Following the period of consultation, the Superintendent, or designate shall provide a report to
the board containing a summary of the issues raised during consultation, options and a
recommendation with respect to the closure.

5. Upon receipt of the Superintendent's Report, the Board may take whatever steps it deems
appropriate and may:
a. Refer the matter to a committee for further consideration
b. Resolve the matter in public session
c. Direct administration to provide further clarification on any particular and relevant issue
d. Initiate other actions which are consistent with legislation, ministerial orders, and policy
and provide further assistance to the board’s careful consideration of the issue.

6. The final decision to permanently close a school will be exercised by bylaw.

7. Following a final decision to close a school, the Board will provide, without delay, written
notification to the Minister of Education of the decisions and will include the following
information:

a. The name of the school.

b. The facility number of the school.

c. The address of the school.

d. The date the school will permanently close.

8. The Superintendent will be responsible for implementing any recommendation(s) adopted by
the board and shall ensure that disruptions are minimized during any transitions required as a
result of the implementation of the recommendation(s) adopted.

9. Closure shall be implemented at the end of a school year (June 30) rather than at the end of a
calendar year (December 31) or during a school year.

Amended: October 21, 2008
Adopted: January 20, 2004
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